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Honorable L. C. Dyer, Member of Congress From
souri Introduces the Federal Law Agaiast
Lyuching--Started Investigation Louis

in East St. Louis.
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tions Capitol.
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on Muy 28 and July 2, 1017, repor
that a5 a result of anlawlul conddit
exisiing sy that place, intorstite com
wius tob openly and violently
interrupted but was virtually suspena
aed for a weel or ten days during and
following the rviot of lnst July. Wor
manth o the July rlot Intersiate
commerce wis interfered with and
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hindered, not, however, by open acts '8

bt by a4 subtle and or
intimidation of ecolored men
had employed by the rail
road to handle freight consgned from
one Stoate lo another. So many of
theae men were driven out of Easi
3t, Lowis us the redualt of the Tuly
riot that the raflroads could not se
cnra necesdnry help,  After the worsl
effpcts of the riot had passed this
classg of labor renumined so (rightened
and intimidated that it ‘'would mnotl
live in Euast 8t Loula. Some of them
took up thelr residence the |
river in 8L Louis, and would
over to HEast St. Louls In the morn:
Ing to work and would return to that
plpce before nightfall, In order to
get out of Fast 8t Loufs and baci
in St. Louis before might came on the
length of the day's work was redoe
od. The fright of these® lahorers
went to such an extent—and it was
fully justified by existing cond'tions
that specia]l means of transportation
had to be provided for them back and
forth between St Louls and East SI.|
Louks io order to get them to work
at all, Besides the killing of a num-|
ber of thesg Negro laborers a very
large number, indeed, fled rom e
work and never returned to it In |
addition to this 44 freght oars were
burned and serious damage done to
the railroad tracks, all of which will
be referred to further along In this|
report.

“Your committee made an earnest,
nonpartisun effort to delermine the
basic cause of the riot, We endeav-
ored to pursue every avenue of in-
formation to its source, gearched the
hearts and consclences of every Wit
ness, and’ sought the opinions of men
in every walk of life. The officers
of mills and .factorles placed the
blame at the door of organized labor;
but the overwhelming welght of testh
mony, to which {s added the convie:
tions of the comittes, ascribe the mob
spint and its murderous manifesta-
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|to [Fast St, Lounis; but when they did’]

convenlences of life; thelr wives snd

children condemned to live in the dis-

reputable quarters of the town, and
made no effort to lift them out of the
mire,

“The Negroes gravitated to the un-
sanitary sections, existed in the squal-
| or of fiithy cabins and made no com-
plaint; but the white workmen bad
a higher outlook, and the fallure to
provide them with better homes add-
ed to thelr bitter digsatisfaction with

| the burdens placed upon them by hav
ing to compste with black Iabor,
Ihis resentemint spreaded untd] it in-
1(-1:11:'-\4 thousands who did not have
|to work with their hands.

Mis, “Ten thonsand and more sirunge
| Negroes added to the alremsly large
|eolored population soon made East St

\ a center of lawlessuness, With-
in less tham a year before the rio
over $00 "holdups' were committed in

|l More than S0 per cent ol

the murders were committed by Ne-

and | groes. Highway robberies were nightly
Lopourrences; rape was (requent: sl
host of petty offenses kept the law-
abldng citizens in 4 stale

“White women were alraid to walk
tha streets night: Negroes sat in
| their laps on street cars; black wom-
en growded them from their
they were opeuly iusulted by drunken
The low =alopus and gnmb

voerowded with dle
the dance halls in the Ne-
tions were filled with

ity

whites
thae
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ot wi 10,000 and 12,000 Nezroes
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sk work ot promised hizh wages | ing
Indusgiries of St. Clair County.| vagabonds;
w1 Into the rallroad =ta-! gro
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M, Lou's), Born Judge who deelded that the segreZa-
Mo 45 yedrs  tlon ordlnsuce for city of St Louls

Judge wis invalld and of no lorce.

U menneed the prosperity amid
[ the community
s Alumintm Ore (0

to it that they were not molested.
“mast St Low's wallowed In a mire
of lawleasness and unshamed corrup
tion. CUrimioels from every quarter
of the country gathered there, unmo-
lesteld and safe from detection.
“Thiz was the condition of affairs
on the night of July 1, 1817, when an
automoblle—@gome winesses 84y
there were two—went through a Ne-

hroight
them 1o
e broakers to delent
labor, a precedent whien
intense hatred and antagon:|
atd  cuieed  countless tragedio: !
as itg aftermath. The feellng of rel
sentient grew with each succeeeding |
day. White men walked the streets,gro section of the elty and [ired pro-
in idleness, their families sufferug for | miscuously into their homes: Np one
food and warmth and clothes, while|was Injured, but the act arouséd
thelr places as laborers were taken|a flerce spirit in the breasts of the
Iy strange Negroai: wlio wére compell | Noegrops.
ed to live in hovels and who were| oppe pineing of a church bell at
usged Lo keep down wages, midnight., which was a prearranged

YIt wag proven coonclusively ”"'“laignul drew o erowd of Negroes rom
the various industnes in St Clalr, yhay jmmediate section armed Wwith
County were directly responsible ﬁ”'l{llllﬂ and pistols with the result
the importation of thess Negroes| pyroueh the streets ready to avenge
from the South, Advertisements were|ine attack on their homes,  They

in varlous Southern new "1'"'lhu-.i not gone far until an antomolle

pers urging the Negroes to come th ) pontaining ceveral policemen and a
Bact 8t Louls and promising them M2 yewspaper  reporter erossed  thelr
wiges. In many instances ﬂR!rllI.‘";m[]L having been notified by tele-
were sanl through the South HI’L’lIIK-]I]”ml‘ that there was danger of an
the Negroes to abandon profitiblée em-| suihreak, The Negroes cursed them
ployment there and come to Kast St |m“| told them to drive on, although
Low', where work was sald to  belgne of thas detectives flashed his po
plentiful and weges high. tlee badge and assured them that

“One of the local railroads sent an;ihey had come to protect them.
agent to the Southern States, and on| “jor answer the Negro mob fired
some |rips he bronght back With hif g volley into the machine which, at
as many as 80 Negro men, oll of them | the first shot, drove rapidly away.
employed at the southern homes mak- ha Negroes continued to empty their
ing from 32 to $2 50 a doy, A numberigeyns and revolvens with the resuli
of theve men testified helore the com: that one of the officers was Instantly
mitiee that they were promised $2.40) killed and another so badly wound-
a tay and board if they would come; ol that he oied later,
“The polica automobile, riddled
come they were pald only $1.40 a day, with bullets, stood In front of police
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with an allowance of 60 cents a day heapdquarters next morning and thou. the flames. He called up Mr. Thom-
for hoard, and were fed on coffee, | gunds viewed #t. The early editiong|#s. his bhoss, on the telephone and
bread, and ‘lasses’ and made to sleed’ of the papers gave full details of the 8ald: ‘I just called you up to tell you!prosperity. They were arples Who
on sacks In box cars, where they suf- tragedy of the night before. And on Bood-bye, 1'm here in de barn and|closed the'r eyes to the corruption
| July 2, Hust St, Louls awoke to the 1 ain't goin’ to leave; I've turned all that satunted every department .
{the public service and fattened on

lered keenly from the cold.
“Responsibility for this influx of
10,000 or more Negroes into East St
Louls rests on the rallroads and the
manufacturing  establishments, and
they must hear their share of the re-
sponsibility for the ensuing arson and
murder that followed this unfortunate
invasion, were offering them no wrong.
“Jt 18 a lamentable fact that the em-! “Dr. MeQuillan, a wellknown phy-
ployers of Jabor paid too little heed to,sfétan and his wife, were dragged
the comfort or welfars of their mn.‘trom thalr machine and shamefully
They saw them crowded into wretehe]
- |

realization of the awful fact that the
dread which had knocked at every
heart for months could no longer be
‘denled. Years of luwlessness had at
/last borne fruit. As the day wore on
Negro mobs killed other white men,
and stot at men and women Wwho

ol Lerror. |

prosti-)

“Corrapt politic’ans found the Negro

l!wl

NASHVILLE GLOBE, FRIDAY AUGUST 2, 1918.

caling, without water or any of tha1riba were broken, and both he andlin the [lumes

|his wife were badly beaten Ome ol
{his assaflants remarked, ‘Boys, this|
|is Dr. MeQuillan, the Aluminum Ore|
{Co. doctor,” and pleaded for his e
The would-be murderers some ot}
whom must have been employed by
the Ore Co., helped the doctor and|
his wife into their machine and,|
cranking it for them, seént them on
thelr way. |
| *The news of these murders and|
fresh outrages spread rapidly, and|
the streets soon fiiled with excited
people. Men aml boys, girls amd
women of the town began to attack
levery Negro in sight. All fared alike|
young and old, women and elilidren; |
none was spured. The crowd soon
(Erew to riotons proportions, and for
hours the man hunt contirued, stab-
bing, clubbing and shooting, not the
guflty, but the unoffending Negroes
One was hanged from a telephone pole
and another ha da rope tied arounq
his neck and was dragged through
the strects, the maddenod crowd
kicking and beating him as he lay
prostrate and helpleas,

“The Negross were pursued into
their homes, and the torch completed
the work of destruction. As they fled
from the flames they were shot down,
although many of them came out with
uplifted bands, pleading to bLe spar-
od. [

“Jt was a day and night given over
to arson and murder. Scenes of hor-
sor that would have shocked a savage|
were viewed with placikd uneconcern |
by hundreds, whose hearts knew no
piy, and who seemed to revel in the
feast of blood and cruelty. I

It Is nor passible to give accurate-|
Iy the number of dead. At leasty 3y |
Negroes and 8 white people were
%illed outright and hundreds of Ne
Rroes wounded and maimedq. |
“The bodies of the dead Negroes,' tes-
Lified pye-witness, ‘were thrown
into a morgue like so many dead
hogs.' l

There wera 312 buildings and 44
rullroad frelght cars and thelr con-|
lenks destroyed by fire; o total” loss
g305.000, Your comunittee cannot |

were

of

ders and throughout its environs ev-
ery offense in the calemlar of crime

“Bast St. Louls for many years has
been & plague spot; within its bor

and every lapse In morals and pub-
lic decency has been openly comumit-
od, each day increasing the terrors
of the law-abiding. Sodom and Go-

MEN' WHY

NOT @

morrah were model Christian  com-
munities by comparizon, No terms
of condemnation, applied to the men
who were responsible for the appall-
ing conditions revealed before your \ i
committee, can be too severe. No| ! D
punishanent that outraged justice may ]
visit upon them will be adequate.
In many cases they Jeserve the ex-
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treme penalty; in every case they )
merit the execration of a despolled
and disgraced community. |

“Fhe purpose of the politickins of|
both political parties, who found East|
St. Louis respected and prosperous |
and in a few years robbed its tress
ury. gave away valuable frapcnises,
sank it In the mire of pollution, sud |
brought upon it national censu ¢ aud |
disgrace, was dekberate, They unit-
ed to elect men to high offfce who
would further their schemes of apoila-
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tion even when they feared to share

thefr plunder, IL was a conspiracy
us shameless as it wis confident.
They left nothing to chance. It took |
account of the executive; it provided |
for an unseruopulous legislative board;
it made certain of pokce comumis- |
sioners who would take orders and
deliver the goods; it embraced the
courts high and low: went into
parinership with every vile business;
it protected every lawless saloon, it
encouraged houses of prostitution in |
the very shadow of the city hall; st
gave protection to gamblens, [mmuni-

it
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ty to thieves and murderers.

“The gang that took possession of
East St. Louis harbore] the offscour-|
ings of the earth. The vag, the :lu.l‘u[
blower, and the ‘stick-up man' fock-
@2d to its sheltering arms, safe from
arrest or disturbance,

“The good people of this sorely af-
flicted ecommunity were powerless.
The chamber of commerce,

own foul and selfish purposes,

“The great majonity of the police
force appointed by Mayor Mollman's
board of police commissioners hao
served an apprenticeship ss connivers

|

feeble hands and guide it to wuit their|1 hea'd de shootin' an' started fo' de

house. When I got put'y nigh de
house 4 soljer histed his gun and
pinted it right at me and ghot my
arm off. Dar wuzn't nobody twixt me
and de soljer fo' hi mto be shoolin’

at corrupt electioni; as protectors od!at, an’ dar wuzn't nobody on de udder
lawless saloons, and hotels run open.|side of me fo' him to be shootin’ at.
which |1y 45 assignation bouses, They turn.| He Jist histed his gun an' pinted it

# into all the harrowing details of |should have had the courage to rallyled criminals loose at the dictation o.jat me and shot my arm off when 1
the law-abiding and dvive out the 1aw-| politicians, and divided with grafting| hado’t donme nothin.!' When he shot

how the Negroes—inen, women ot
children—were killed and
during the rviot, but there
many floerantly eruel cases

burned
wWere
thit

850

L

some of them will be given, |

YAt Collinsville and Ilinols Ave
nues a Negro man and his wife and
1{-vearold Doy were nssaulted, The
man was beaten to dedth. s head |
wag crusiied in as if by 4 blow from |
n stone and the boy was shot and
killed. The woman was very badly
injured; her hair was torn out by the
roots and her scalp was partly torn
off by some one who took hold of
the rageed edges of @ Wwound and
scalped her. After g while an am-
buplance drove up and the bodies ol
these three Negroes wera loaded intol
it, ‘The fufher and the son were|
fdead, and when the woman regoained
conscionsness she found herself Iviug
on the dead bodies of her husband
and child, This family lived across
the Mississippl River in St. Louis and
cwere on thelr way home after having
been on a fishing trip north of East
St. Louis, They were lnnocent of any |
connection with the race feeling that
brought about the riot and were wvic-
tims of the savage brutality of the
mob, who spared neither age nor sex
in their blind lust for blood.

“Another Negro who was trying to
eseape from a mob of 80 or 40 men
was knocked down, kicked in the face, |
peaten Into insensibility, and then a
man stood over him and shot him
five t'mes ns he lay helpless in the|
streel.

“ Awhite man shot g& a Negro and
killed another white mah, his bad aim
mluriating the mob that pursued the
unoffending Negro.

Two Negroes were taken from
gtreet car at Illinols and Collinsville
Avennes. They were on their way|
to St. Louis to eseape the fury of the
| mgh. Both were killed.

“Nedar the stock vards a white man!
knocked @ Nezro senseless from ol
wagon, and when two reporters n[[ar-|
ed to lake the wounded man to the
hospltal anpther white man threaten-|
ed thelr lives and forced them tol
drivéd away and leave him.

A\t Collinsville and Division Ave-
nues 4 mob of about 100 men drove
|aNegro into the ¢treet, knocked hlr:1|
| down, stamped on his face, and one|

lof the crowl drew n plstol and shot|
| him through the head the bullet com-|
ling out between hia eyes,

“An old Negro, about 70 years old, |
stepped off a street car, having come|
from St. Louis on his way home, The|
mob Immediately attacked him wyth|
such fury that he was left senseless|
{ after being stoned and beaten. A wit- |
ness who deseribed this partieular |
lcase 1o Your committee said: *'This
{old man, his dinner bucket lying on|
the ground beside h'm, was appar-|
Inntly dead, although he had his arm
arched up over his face as if to pro-
tect himself from blows. About that
time an ambulance driver came up and
atarted to piek him up and put him
linto the ambulance. A white man
standing over him said, “If you pick
up this Negro, you'll get what he got.”
1 saw that same Negro in the under-
taking establishment the next day,
flead, with his arm still arched over|

his face” I

“Around Third and Brady Avenue|
the mob was firlng promiscuously
iInto houses and sheds where Ne;_:menl
thad taken shelter., Hvery <€ime one
fran from these houses he was shot
.and killed,

| *“The mioting continued all along
iBroadwn.y, between Collinsville A\'c-|
nue and Elghth Street; houses were|
burned and the poor wretches were
driven from the'r homes or shot as|
I they were trying to escape the flames, |
Two of them, with hands above their!
heads, were shot and killed.

|  "A Negro child two years old was
shot and thrown into the doorway ot
a4 burning bullding, and nothing ever
was found of the remains. b
| “Thers was a crippled Negro who
took care of the horses and mules
|for the Hill-Thomas Lime & Cement
\Co. He was a faithful, hardworking. |
loyal fellow. The day of the riot h's
employer's stable was In the path or

fde stock ofit; I'm going to stay here:

,J'm not going outside to be shot'
*This falthful Negro must have

'heen comsumed in the flames, as mo,

trace of hlm ever was found,

! “It is imposg'ble to say how many

people perished in the 3312 houges

-ithat were burned by the mob, but|incompetency was only surpasged by
clrcumsoribed

jmany Negroes whn'lm in these
houses still are missing and it s
not possible to get an Accurate re-

abused. The doctor was shot, 48| port as to just how meny found death the reins of government

| lnbor from their plants, brought thou-{largely attended

lees, was Ineffective
laiid upon the table’ a resolution

inquiry to investigate the conditions| “mhis was the general character ot

perilous, |St. Louis on July 1, 1017,

They actuslly |justices of the peace the fines that|me 1 fell on de ground and didn't
Ollghonld- have gone Into the treasury,!know mnothin.

“Her pitiful recitation of this piece

| bare recitul of the facty concerning that made property unsafe and lifelie police force of the city of East | of brutality toward her had the effect
f when the fo stirring the” indignation of every-

“The greed that made crooks of the{spirit of lawlessness, long smolder:|body in the room where the hearing

politicians made money grabbers ol ing, burst Into flame .
the manufacturens, who pittied white|

was being conducted, and al the same

“When acts of violence were fre- time to arouse the utmost sympatny

labor against black drove organized ! quent on a night of May 28, after «|for her.

public meeting in

“Many other cases of police compli-

sands of inefficlent Negroes from thethe City Hall at which Attorney Alex.| city in the rlois could be cited. .In-

South, crowding the white men [from |ander

Flannigan, by, unmistakable
their positions.

All this stirred the|implcation, suggested mob violence,

| fires of race hatred until it finnally [the police department falled to cope

citlminated in bloody, pitiless riot, with the incipient mob.
arson, and wanton murder, I “When the lawlessness besan to
“Mayor Mollman surrounded himseif|98sume serious proportions on July

stend of being guardians of the peace
they became a part of the mob Dby
countenancing the assaulting and

Ishooting down of delenselets Negroes
(and adding to the terrifying scenes

with advisers, who were familiar with| % the pokice nstantly could have |

the game of politics. They were not Quelled and  dispersed the crowds,
Intorested  In secuning an honest tien made up of small groups, but
and economical administration. Their|they either fled into The safety ot
business first was to elect a man & cowardly seclusion, or
who would be subservient: one who witched the depredationg of the mob

ligtlessly '

possibly would not put his own hang Passively and in many instances ac- |

into the public treasury, but w.,u[,,lth‘ely sharing in its work.

look the other way If a friend were, _ Lhe testimony of every witness
50 engaged. They nesded o man wno|"ho was free to tell the truth agreed
would stand between them and the 't condemnation of the police
indignant taxpayer; @ fair promiser f:'dlure to even halfway do their duty.
but & poor performer; peisonally hon [ Tbey fled the scene where murder

for!

of rapine and slaughter.

“Their disgracaful conduet was the
logieal fruit of tife ngtorious alliance
between the City Hall and the erimin.
al elements, aided’ by saloons, gamb-
ling houses; and houses of prostitu-
tion, The city sdministration owed
ity election to their support and re-
warded them for their fealty by per-
mitting them to debauch the inno-
cent; rob drunken victims, make as-
signation houses of the hotels, pro-

| tect the gambler and the thief, ana

commit apy act by which they might

eat, maybe, but so weak, so leeble,
and so0. easily influenced that the con.
spirators were able to d'etate ms
policies, and in the shadow of his
stupidity loot tha municipality. Thig

and argon held full sway. They de- Drofit.

sorted the station house and coulg! “Mayor Mollman appointed the po-
not be found when <calls for help|lice commissioners. He was responsi-
came from every quarter of the oitg, | ble for their fallure to divorce thé po-

|The organization broke down com-  lice from its partnership with crook-

|Imn the

|gaged In

| came
|enurts were shields for the highway-

{the character and wishes of the may:

wwho ware explojting the city for thelr any other

was not the result of corruption in|Pletely: and so great was the indit-
only one political party. It was|ference of the few policemen who re-
bought about by a combination be.[Mained on duty that the conclusion
tween the leaders of the worst ele-
ments (n both parties, They pooled|lust of the mob for Negro blood, and

thelr investment at the expense of|ebcouraged the rioters by their con-|him and

duect,
not cowardly.

honest people,

“In.the history of corrupt polities
in this country there never has heen
a4 more shameless debauchery or a
more vicious anlliance between lhuu“'mm:
agencles and beneficlaries of crime| CAfter a number of rioters had been
than for years existed i'n East Sl.'mken L0 the jall by the soldiers wikiey
Louis. It §8 a disgraceful nh-n.plt-r,'cnl' Clayton, the police. deliberately
It puts an ineffaceable brand on ev- parosq humirada:of tham loose withiout
ery man engaged in the conspirncy. bond, falling to secure their names
Its contamination, spresding from g °F !0 make any effort to identify
regervoir of corruption in  the city |Hem
hall, filtered through carefully lafg| .0 one instance the mob jammed
conduits into every street and'alley: policamen: ‘agsiust A.wall aud held

hotels where girls—mere them there while fother members of
children of 15 years were violated:
into the low dance halls where school- |
girls listened to lewd songs and an- |

lagcivious dances, and in
the interval retired to m-.sl:matmn!
rooms with the drunken brutes who | 2rous.
frequented these resorts: into the Negroes who were huddled to goer,
gambling liouses where poorly paid
workmen were robBed of their dally
earnings; into the 250 saloons which
kept open on Sunday many of them
running without a license: into the
harred houses where the vilest of
whiskey was sold in bottles, the re.
gort of vagrants and drunkards, ren-
dezvous of criminals- and, schools ot
erima,

"This corruption palsied the hands
of prominent offipf'nls whosa duty 1t
was to enforce the law. Lawyers he-
trotectors of criminals, the

Negroes.

gard the

ticularly cowardly exhibition of sav-
AREry.

“When the newspaper reporters
were taking plctures of the mob, po-
llcemen charged tHem with their
billies, btroke their Thachines, destroy-
ed the negatives, and threatensd them
{with arrest if any further attempt was
made to photograph the rioters who
were making the streets run red with
Innocent blood, apply'ng the toreh to
reach their victims who were cover-
ing in their wretched homes.

“A Negro was brutally clubbed by
|a policeman who found him guilty ot
the helnous offense of hiding in an
ice box to save his life,

“T'wo policemen and soldiers were
involved in the shooting of Minneola
. MeGee, a Negro girl about 20 years

“Local judges were found who|0ld, under circumstances of exireme
would take straw bonds that the bvutality. This occurred not at the
worst criminal might escape, exact. 5cene of the riots but as she was go-
Ing-only costs, twothirds going Into|ing from an outhouse to the kitchen

man, the prostitute ,the gambler, the
&neak thief, and the murderer, The
higher courts were not free from
this baneful influence, whish Invad-

ed all ranks and brought them to its
low level,

|the pockets of the judge and one. ©f the residence whers she wns em-

third into the waiting palm of the
chiel of police.

“A police force is never better than
the police commizsloner, and the po:
Hee commisgioners, In turn, reflect

ployed, when the police and soldiers
who accompanied them fired at her
del'berately, and without even the
slightest mprovowation, and shot oft
her arm near the shoulder.

“Minneola McGee Iz a Negro girl
abopt 20 years old. She was induced
to leave one of the Southern States
and go to Wast St. Louis by the many
enticing but mialeading advertise-
ments scattered among Southern Ne-
groes, It i3 apparent that even be-
fore her Injury she mas a frail and
rather delicate girl. When she ap-
peared befors your committee, with
one arm off just below the shoulder
she was a physieal wreck. She has

or. If a city has & mayor of cour
aze and ability, who 18 not the weak
and willing prey of political crooks
aund grafters, he I8 certain to appoint
@ board of police commissloners who
will name policement intellizent
enough to know the law and brave
and honest enough to enforce it.
“Past St. Louls was doubly untor-
tunate. In the person of Mayor Moll
man it had an executive who obeyed

{orders from a gang of conscienceless no education whatever. Tt Is not

politicians of both political parties, possible for her to earn a living in
way than by manual labor,
own nggrandizement, careless mliie| Now as a result of as fiendish =
of its good name, its security or its|piece of work as was ever perpetrat-
ed, she must, at least to some ex.
tent, be an object of cha'ty. Because
of her youth this sort of a life is ba.
fore her. She was (nterrogated by
your committee to ascertain whether
it was posslble for her to have been
ghot by accldent. Her simple story
removed all doubt upon that score,
a8 she satisfled every one who heard
her that she was purposely and de-
liberately shot. In answer to ques-
tions put to her by your committee
she mald:

] h \
“lmin;_outhouohdo:uﬂm.

{ts festering carcass, VWythout ocon-
echonce and without shame they led
the meyor into devious paths, tempted
him with assurances of political sup-
port for his future ambitions, pack:
ed the police force with' men whose

thelr venality, and 8o
him with flattery and encouragéd hia
cupldity that they mere ﬂﬂ;‘i: h:;

]

ed lawyers, corrupt justices of the
peaca, and notoriops ecriminals. He
knew full well what the conditions

i Inevituble that they shared the | in the police department were., Promi-

nent citizens had repeatedly warned
had supplied convineing

which was sympathetic when |proof of thelr churges agamst the de-

partment. He paid no attention to

“Bome speqific instances will he | their warnings and appeals. By his
given in proof of the above conclu- fallure to remove the police commis:

scloners he acquiesced In thelr misfe-
ance, and equally is responsible with
them for the heartléss crimes commiit-
ted by an unrestrained mob and for
the lawlesgness that was epcouraged
und fostered by his failure to enforce
the law and heold his subordinates
respongible for the proper conduct ot
the police department.

“Much of the energy, some of the
braing, and nearly all of the audacity

the gang were assaulting unoffending!of the gang that In recent years has
The police made no effort! held East St, Touig in its grasp were
to free themselyes and seemed to re-|centersd in Locke Tarlton, president

arformance as highly hum-|of the BEast Side Lovee Board.
“The pblice shot into & crowd of|his cunning mind that helped devise

It was

the schemes by which he and his as-
socintes were eunriched. 1t was his

making no resistance. It was a par-! practiced hand that carried them out,

He made Mayor Mollman believe he
was his creator; that he had elevated
him to high station; and that his bifnd
obedience to orders would mean rich
political rewards in the future:

“As president of the levee board
Tarlton deposited millions in a local
bank and exacted no interest from it,
‘I'he taxpayers sulfered, while the bank
lent the money and pocketed the pro-
ceeds. In further proof of the close
relationship that exlsted between the
levee board and the bank, Thomuas
Gillisple, brother of the bank's presi-
dent, wos elected attorney for the le-
vee board,

“Locke Tarlton knew how to handle
the Negro vote. He had an unanawer-
able argument to use with ‘floaters.
He told them for whowm he wanted
them to vote, agreed, on the price
they were top gei for casting their bal.
lots, or rather having them markea
for them by corrupt election officers,
and always pald them promptly,
Locke Tarlton wag a man of honor
when desling with crooked voters.
He always kept his word; he was sure
pay. One of the plcturesque sights
in Bast 8t. Louwls was to see Locke
Tarlton with a stack of $5 bills in his
hands publicly paying the Negroes
who helped hgn win an election.

“When the levee board needed &
right of way over certain land that
was owned by n widow, Dr. R, X. Me-
Cracken, the health commissioner ap-
pointed by Meyor Mollman, bought
the land from the widow for $5:000
and sold it a few weeks later to his
friends, the levee board, for §20,000.
The widow did not know when she
#oli the land that the levee board
wanted it. MecCracken's wile also
sold land in the same locality to the
layvea hoard for $600 san acre, while
adjoining land was purchased for §300
an acre,

“When an organized effort was
made to <¢lose the houses of prostitu-
tion the mayor would not give a del-
nite answer untll he sent for Tarl
ton, who rented property in which
low saloons with asslgnation and
dance hall’attachments were featured,
In the praesence of Rev. George W.
udmel\:?to was conducting m

e, Tarlton was purposely
and vulgar; betrayed his Interest by
nis anxlety; showed no sympathy

| (Continued on page 3, columa 3)
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